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avowed object it was to expedite his passage to another
world, suspended their activities. He was therefore free
to turn his attention to the third item in his programme,
the humiliation of the House of Austria.
That aim he pursued with the passionate ardour he
always displayed whenever the greatness of his country
was involved For ten long years he had, by subtle
manoeuvring, successfully kept his country out of war.
But now the time had come when a further postponement
of the conflict was impossible. At first, the fortunes of
war were against him, but soon, thanks to his accurate
appreciation of the elements necessary to ensure success,
victory crowned his efforts. Though he had again to
defend himself against another of those conspiracies at
home which had used up half his life, he bore with him
to the grave the certainty that his work would live
behind him.
In eighteen years of dictatorship, based on the royal
sanction, Richelieu had laid the foundations of the
modern state. He knew that all had not been done, that
all could not have been done, yet, with his insight into
the nature of things, he was able to assure himself, in
the light of the ground already covered, that he was
opening a path of unlimited possibilities to those who
would be called upon to succeed him. Well chosen and
obedient coadjutors, a nobility taught its place, a noble
and enduring example, old usages restored, a common
spirit animating the whole community from the top of
the ladder to the bottom, and finally, a civil service
willing and able to serve the public with conscientious-
ness, all these things contributed to facilitate that
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